
 

   October School Council Meeting Minutes

Welcome to Everyone and Introductions 

 

Present: Mrs. Tye (Principal), Mrs. Carella (Our lovely staff advisor!), Kendra Flagg, Katy McCabe, Lydia Geerts, 
Laura Speed, Cheri Laursen, and Kim Pilot.  

Welcome everyone to our October meeting. Hope everyone had a lovely Thanksgiving! Lots to talk about 
tonight!       

Purpose of Parent Council: Talk about things that are whole school issues or events. If there are specific issues 
to your child, please save those for a private conversation with Mrs. 
Tye.                                                                                                                                                              

Review of September Minutes  

Question: What happened to the nurses Ford was talking about? The announcement made it seem like the 
nurses would be in schools, but they are not really working in specific schools. Rather, they are working 
through Public Health.  

There is a superintendent that is meeting regularly with Public Health to discuss information and cases in 
schools. They keep giving out additional information as things progress. As such, staff room practices have 
been updated. Also, staff now have to wear face shields or safety goggles if they are going to be within 2m of 
students - the mask is not enough for that. So, new protocols are being implemented as we go.  

Question: What about the gym and the playground? No answer yet!  

As weather gets colder and the students have bigger and bulkier outdoor wear, they will be allowing students 
to hang their coats in the hallway. Idea: a bin in the classroom for each student to put their outdoor clothes in 
beside their desk. Some classes may or may not have space for something like this.  

WEB Events 

- Orange Shirt Day - Designed to educate people and promote awareness in Canada about Residential 
Schools and the impact they have had on Indigenous communities. Tagline: “Every Child Matters”. 
Classes did different activities and had different discussions based on their grade level.  

- Terry Fox Day - We raised $1295.00!!!  
- Bus Safety Presentations in each class - a 30 minute video covering all aspects of bus safety.  
- October WEB Challenge - Be Brave, Be Strong, Be Kind. Submissions are due Friday. Several classes are 

doing it as a class activity. We choose one winner and they get a McDonald’s lunch.  
 
 
 
 
 



Daily COVID Self-Assessment for Students 

 
If you type in Ministry Self-Assessment, you can go online and put in symptoms and pre-existing conditions 
and it will tell you what to do. Really handy for anyone in the family who isn’t feeling well.  https://covid-
19.ontario.ca/school-screening/  

Nutrition Program 

 
Katy will be doing the ordering and the monthly reports. Mrs. Crytes and Mrs. Robins, two of our EAs, will be 
overseeing the program for now. We are currently waiting for bins and tongs to arrive to start up with the 
program. Once these items arrive, then we can start ordering food and start the program.  

New School Update 

 
Looks like the earliest we would have the new school would be September 2022 or maybe not even until 
September 2023. They are planning to break ground in March 2022 after going through a tendering process 
for architects.  

Revised Math Curriculum  

 
Some things are new, but a lot of things are already being done in the DSBN, so it is not a huge shift for us. The 
update to the curriculum was for grades 1-8 (Kindergarten did not change). Highlight: Social-Emotional Skills 
are a big focus of this new curriculum, which is about helping students manage when something is difficult or 
challenging. There is a focus on helping kids persevere. There are 5 strands of math that are being focused on 
now: Number, Algebra, Data, Spatial Sense, and Financial Literacy.  
 
Highlights: Same curriculum in English and French so that if someone switches strands, it is the same material; 
more real-life connections; number facts; coding (*Parent Council - there are these little robots that primary 
students can use to learn coding. Currently, WEB does not have any robots. Would Parent Council like to buy 
these for WEB?) Scholastic sells one, Colby the Robot Mouse, that is around $79.00. BeeBot is more expensive, 
but better because you can change the background to something of interest to the kids (i.e. Paw Patrol - how 
would you get to Marshall?) Mrs. Carella did a Techno Challenge 2 years ago “Girls Who Code” which took a 
group of grade 6 students to a board-wide competition where they had to solve a problem using a new app.; 
Financial Literacy; Math Confidence - we saw what each class did at the beginning of the year to talk about 
and build math confidence.  
 
“The most valuable thing you can make is a mistake - you can’t learn anything from being perfect.” - Adam 
Osborne   
 
Kindergarten has kids learn and explore and then teachers point out the math in what they are doing. There is 
very little math anxiety in Kindergarten.  

Halloween  

 
Public Health and DSBN said that each school could make their own decision. WEB coordinated with Winger, 
so that all kids in Wainfleet would have the same experience. Kids can wear regular clothes, black and orange, 
or a costume. If they wear a costume, they have to be able to wear it all day and get dressed themselves. 
Grades 4-8 still have to be able to wear a mask with their costume. No extremely scary or violent costumes! 

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/school-screening/
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/school-screening/


No extra goodies from home as the school can’t give it out and also, our kids don’t need more sugar. 
Costumes need to allow students to independently use the washroom.  

Fundraising 

 
DSBN is not encouraging Parent Councils to do fundraisers right now. Nothing can be delivered to the schools, 
but if it is something where ordering happens online and parents pick it up on their own, then that might be 
possible.  
 
Some options:  
 
Poinsettias - The current order form is from Vermeers. Would we do a local company instead? Kendra will 
make a call to Waldan Gardens to see if there is an option to order through them instead.  
 
Pizza, Pizza - If it is available online, we can do it. Katy McCabe will talk to Marlena to explore the online 
options for Pizza Pizza.  
 
Fundscript - Ordering can happen online, but can they mail it out? Kendra will look into this.  
 
Big Red Meats - Has happened in the Spring previously, so that is a future problem.  
 

Coding 

 
Last meeting, we agreed to give $250.00 to each class and the rotary teachers to buy extra items that might be 
needed this year. Mrs. Tye told teachers to buy whatever they want to buy for their class. Some have spent it, 
some haven’t yet.  
 
Do we want to buy coding robots for the school? We currently have about $6,600 in our account. Mrs. Tye will 
ask the teachers what would make sense to have in a primary and junior “coding kit” and let us know via email 
and we can vote via email on spending the money on that or not.  
 

Questions 

 
We really want to do something for Turkey Dinner. We know parents can’t come in to cook, but could we do 
something if it is catered? Mrs. Tye will look into this for us and get back to us.  
 
School Photos - they are on hold right now. We are hoping maybe to do them in the Spring.  
 

Final Comments  

 
Our kids are AMAZING! They have done a great job with the new routines, masks, and distancing. We are 
doing more reminding now, especially outside, because things are a bit relaxed and there have not been any 
cases at WEB. 
 



The schools that have had cases, but there has not been spread. Students or staff have got it outside of school 
and no one else in the classes have got it, so the cleaning is working.  
 
 We think that the WEB teachers and staff have done an AMAZING job too!! THANK YOU!!!  
 

Next Meeting  

 
Wednesday, November 25, 2020 @ 6:30 pm  
 

 

That’s all Folks!  
 


